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MONTAGE RESORT & SraA

l'his charming beachfront property
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t is ironic that in Southern Cal-
ifornia, the region of the United
Srares most L||:\\'l_\ .IH\IFn.l.l[L‘li \\I[h
“”1 .['l'l II1R' sun, resorts are ]\'IT.lL'.I”.\'
located across the highway from the

sand, causing guests  to

\\'I\JIL{L'I'
where's the beach?

['he :\lnn[.i:_:\' Resort & Spa, w hich
opened its doors in late February, is
an exception. It is indeed situated on
a beach-and not a rocky patch of
shore, but rather a long trench of
sand populated by sunbathers, jog
gers, shell-seckers, wave-riders, and
castle-builders.

I'he resort's atmosphere is pure
Southern Californian, with xnphih-
ticated glamor and beach-casual
clegantly coexisting; (designer) flip-
ﬂuph are as welcome as suits and cock-
[.li] L{I'L'\\L'».

Taking advantage of the prime La-
guna Beach location, cach of the re-
sort's 262 guest rooms, suites, and

bungalows features a stunning view

of the Pacific.

is so very SoCal,

\\111'1

guest rooms do not skimp on the finer

not \'\cl-c\ai\ul_\ I.li"\_“l', the

touches. They feature lofty feather-top
l‘l'\[\ .1”(1 l!“\\“'ﬁ[]\'l] [1i||‘l\\'\: ll||:l'.l
thick, supersize towels; and elegant
marble baths chock-full of amenities
from bath pillows to showers with
\l'l..'l\'.lnl‘_" T"I”"lﬂ'l'\ o \ﬂl]”il \.\'\tt'ln\ II].”
pipe in sound from your television.

Massages, beauty treatments, and salon

services are  offered at the seaside
spa. The glass-walled fitness center

overlooks the ocean and includes

yoga and Pilates rooms, a lap pool,
top-of-the-line resistance and weight
training equipment, and cardio
machines with built-in DVD Pl-*_"“"
<|1'|-l.! [&'ll'\lhilll]\.

Chef James Boyce, who was wooed
from Mary Elaine's at Scotrsdale's
Phoenician, serves his robust Medi
terranean cuisine at the resort's sig
nature restaurant, Studio. Be sure to
reserve a window sear to take advan
tage of the _‘H'Il-dc:_"lm' ocean views
and to save room for dessert, because
Studio's pastry chetf is a genius.

Afterward, you might wander to
the comfortable |n1\|1_\' lounge to en-
joy cockrails and live music. As you
stand on the rterrace warching the
waves crash bellow, don't be surprised
if a Beach Boys song comes to mind
and you find yourselt \\i-|1ir:; they all

could be Califonia beach resorts.

-MARYANN HAMMERS

Montage Resort & .\;ﬂ;.’. 888.715.6700,

wrow. montagelagunabeach.com



